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T H E  F E A S T  O F  T H E 
A N N U N C I A T I O N

An Advent  Sonnet

The Feast of the Annunciation | An Advent Sonnet

’er since Adam and Eve did Eden part
Did God, with longing, wish great grace to give,
To pour out, nay, pour in to mankind’s heart
His life, His love that His children might live.
A wineskin He’d fashioned in barren womb,
That would this grace—the whole of it—contain.
Ere long an angel came to beg her boon,
That God and mankind might be one again.
Her fiat out-shouted his trumpet blast,
And in joy the angel to God returned.
Pouring out His heart, ev’ry drop, to last;
God breathed His Eternal Word unto her.
Within her heart conceived she first this Word
Ere in womb she conceived her Son, our Lord.
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Fr. Jacob Boddicker, SJ

Fr. Jacob Boddicker is a Jesuit priest 
currently serving at St. Francis Xavier 
parish in downtown Cincinnati. He 
is originally from Eastern Iowa and 
previously served as a pastor on the 
Rosebud Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota. He was ordained in 2017 in 
Milwaukee, WI, after completing 11 
years of Jesuit formation, and enjoys 
writing poetry inspired by the Our Lord, 
Our Lady and the saints. He also loves 
to watch movies and share the Catholic 
faith with anyone willing to listen.

The Feast of the Annunciation | An Advent Sonnet



or as long as I can remember,  our family 
has participated in the tradition of 

lighting the Advent candle.  In my childhood, I 
joined my parents, five brothers and one sister in 
lighting the candle each night of Advent (then 
fought with them over whose turn it was to blow 
the candles out afterward).  

When my wife and I started our family, we 
continued this tradition, but we made our own 
special addition that my children carry on in 
their homes to this day. 

Over our 43 years of marriage, on the weekend 
after Thanksgiving, we make a trip, some may call 
it a pilgrimage, to cut down our own Christmas 
tree. Those trips have provided some of our 
favorite Christmas memories.  To this day, each 
of our married children either join us on our 
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T H E  L I G H T  O F  T H E 
A D V E N T  W R E A T H

Favor i t e  Advent  Tradi t ions



The Light of the Advent Wreath | Favorite Advent Traditions

annual trek, or they go on their own journey 
for the “perfect” tree.  Although the tree doesn’t 
always look perfect in the field, once in our home 
it is  decorated with loving care and always seems 
to stand out in photos.

As our children grew, we encouraged them to 
have an Advent wreath for themselves.  A couple 
of years ago, I saved the trunk of one of my 
daughter’s Christmas trees, cut it in half, and 
drilled four holes in each half to hold Advent 
candles. What a perfect way to save the memory 
of the annual quest for the perfect tree!  Now, 
both of our daughters have a special memory to 
share for years to come. 
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The Light of the Advent Wreath | Favorite Advent Traditions

With varying degrees of success, each generation 
has celebrated Advent in their own way. When 
I was a child, my parents tried to have a family 
dinner each evening. Lighting the Advent 
candles helped us focus on the meaning of 
the season. When my wife and I started our 
family, we already had an Advent wreath ready 
to continue the tradition. We weren’t quite as 
successful as my parents in having a daily family 
dinner (thanks to all the sports practices), but 
during the Advent season whoever was at the 
table would share in lighting the candles.
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The Light of the Advent Wreath | Favorite Advent Traditions

Strong family faith is often dependent on 
strong family traditions. Whether it’s searching 
for the perfect Christmas tree or lighting the 
Advent wreath, each generation shares our 
Catholic faith as best as it can. Over the years, 
may you have the joy of watching the traditions 
continue as they are passed on from generation 
to generation. 

Deacon Joe Grote

Deacon Grote serves the Tri-County 
Catholic Family of Parishes. He is a RCIA 
team member, parish council member 
and facilities manager for the Eastside 
Family of Parishes. He also participates 
in Brookwood Outreach.
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ant your loved ones to smile before they 
even open their present? You’ll love sitting 

down with the kids or grandkids and coloring these 
beautiful, hand-illustrated gift tags. Talk to them 
about the Holy Family and the Sacred Heart, or 
ask them what peace and joy mean to them. Quiet 
moments spent working together on a simple and 
beautiful craft is a great way to build memories 
that will last a lifetime. These tags are so cute that, 
by the time they are colored in by your loved ones, 
you won’t want to throw them out after presents 
are opened!

G I V E  A  L I T T L E  M O R E  W I T H 
H O M E M A D E  G I F T  T A G S

for  the  Young and the  Young at  Hear t



Emma Cassani

Emma Cassani is the graphic designer and 
illustrator for The Catholic Telegraph. 
She aids in the production of the monthly 
magazine, as well as the CT’s digital 
products. Emma also assists various 
departments of the archdiocese.

Emma is passionate about sharing the faith 
through art and beauty. Creating is one 
way she feels closest to God, as God is the 
ultimate creator. Emma is a big fan of the 
great outdoors, loves a really good cup of 
coffee and enjoys cozy nights in with her 
cat, Ladybird, playing video games. She 
attends St. Cecilia’s parish in Oakley. 

Gift Tags | for the Young and the Young at Heart
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s there really a need for patience these 
days? 

We stream movies at the tap of a button, swipe 
through any number of dating prospects at a 
whim, drive to a fast-food restaurant and receive 
our dinner within minutes, and can order 
practically anything online and have it show up 
on our doorstep by the end of the day. 

If we can have what we want at the snap of a finger, 
it seems that there’s no real benefit to waiting.

P A T I E N C E

Wrap Your se l f  in  Vir tue



Then again, isn’t there something thrilling about 
anticipation? 

Perhaps we watch a movie trailer over and over 
again in the months leading up to its theatrical 
release, or look at the calendar more often than 
strictly necessary to see how many days are left 
before vacation. Isn’t there a hum of excitement 
that runs through our bones when we realize 
how close we are to a wedding, the birth of a 
child, or a long-awaited reunion? Our heart 
strains towards that completion, and, oh!, How 
sweet when the waiting is finally consummated. 

The longing we experience in waiting for a 
distant good opens up our awareness to the 
depth of its value in a profound way. If we truly 
wish to understand what a gift something might 
be, perhaps we need to slow down and allow 
ourselves to enter into the experience - and even 
pain - of desiring it.

Patience | Wrap Yourself in Virtue
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Patience | Wrap Yourself in Virtue

We need to 
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Patience | Wrap Yourself in Virtue

Through patience, we pursue that which we 
desire without being swayed from our purpose 
by the inconveniences, challenges and sufferings 
that might arise as a result. In the absence of 
patience, we might look like St. Peter: invited 
to step out of the boat and walk upon the waves 
towards his friend, but sinking as he begins to 
focus more on the surrounding tumult than his 
Savior. As He did for St. Peter, however, Christ 
still reaches out a hand to save us from the stormy 
sea. He is the one who gives us the reason and 
strength to endure.

Desire is inextricably linked to patience. 

In the 
absence of 
patience, 
we might 
look like 
St. Peter:



Patience | Wrap Yourself in Virtue

In the rush and roar of life, it’s easy to let our 
attention drift to all of the surrounding noise. 
Advent creates a space to turn our hearts back 
to our Redeemer. We can have patience in the 
waiting because we are no aimless wanderers, 
condemned to a vale of tears until the end of 
our lives. We are pilgrims with a destination 
in mind; sojourners, residing here temporarily 
until we go to our final home. 

This time of waiting is for us to remember again 
the love of the One who came to die for us that 
we might live with Him. In the waiting, the 
desiring, the longing, our capacity to receive 
Him increases - and Christ is ready to give 
Himself entirely to those who patiently seek 
Him out, whether He rests in a manger or hangs 
upon a cross.
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Patience | Wrap Yourself in Virtue

Paco Patag

Paco Patag is a homeschool graduate 
and an alumnus of Cincinnati State 
Community College, the University 
of Cincinnati, and the St. John 
Leadership Institute. He serves as the 
Associate Director of Young Adult 
Evangelization for the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati, and currently resides at 
the Stella Maris men’s household at 
Our Lady of the Valley in Reading. 
Paco always welcomes conversations 
about life, books and music, especially 
around a fire or on a good hike.
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ike many families in America, Christmas 
2020 was shared exclusively among my 

own immediate family. My husband, son and 
I celebrated in a prayerfully calm and isolated 
setting. Lavish holiday parties were put on hold, 
goods were manufactured at a slower pace, and 
many of us attended Christmas Mass online due 
to the pandemic. What I didn’t realize at the time 
was that God gave me the most important gift 
one can receive: understanding. 

My husband, Mike, passed away the following 
morning unexpectedly at the age of 38. In the 
two years that have followed, I have lived by the 
motto, “Be a joy to others.” Mike’s gifts to me were 
never expensive–they didn’t sparkle or impress– 
he simply was a man of good heart. I remember 
the times he made me smile or laugh, and the 
wonderful son we share together. I reflect on the 

A  G I F T  O F  J O Y

Sharing  Joy  for  Chri s tmas
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A Gift of Joy | Sharing Joy for Christmas

This Christmas I invite you all to cut back on 
spending. The important things in life cost 
nothing. Be kind. Share a smile. Offer a hand. 
Give a compliment. A card with a meaningful 
handwritten note of appreciation and 
thanksgiving lasts longer than the batteries in 
the latest toy. A warm meal and a hug is the gift 
of your time and affection, and more personal 
than a gift card pulled off a rack while picking 
up your groceries.

security I felt in his embrace, and the comfort of 
his words. No material gift will be remembered 
when you lose the one you love, but the joys will 
remain.
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A Gift of Joy | Sharing Joy for Christmas

When writing your letter to Santa, ask for joy. In 
a time that can seem hectic and overwhelming, 
imagine someone you’ve loved and lost standing 
before you. There’s a smile on your face just 
thinking about it. Immediately, the stress of the 
holidays is washed away. Seek that exact feeling 
in your daily life. More importantly, share that 
feeling with others. Make yourself the gift of that 
feeling for someone when you are gone. 

20



A Gift of Joy | Sharing Joy for Christmas

Seek and spread love. Be compassionate. Ask God 
for understanding; knowing what is important 
in the scheme of life and values. 

Amanda Schirmang

Amanda is a parishioner of All 
Saints Parish in Kenwood and works 
as Director of Communication at 
St. Michael Parish and School in 
Sharonville. She resides in Sharonville 
with her son, Zac, two cats, Toby 
and Penny, and a Jeep, appropriately 
named, “Joy.”
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T I M E  F O R  A  S T O R Y

Advent  and Chri s tmas  Books  for  Al l  Age s

’ve found that one of the best ways I 
can get my children to engage with a 

topic or idea is to introduce them to a book on 
the subject. From the time they were gnawing 
on their first board books and learning to read, 
to now as we venture into everything from “early 
readers” to “young adult,” we still gravitate 
toward books.

Whether you already regularly read books 
with your children, or are looking for ways 
to intentionally bring books into their lives, 
Advent and Christmas offer the perfect time 
and subject matter to engage young children.

Here are some books that I’ve personally read 
and recommend for children and families 
during Advent!
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Time for a Story | Advent and Christmas Books for All Ages

A VERY NOISY STABLE

By Jan Godfrey & Paula Doherty
Ascension Kids | $13.95

A Very Noisy Stable follows Joseph and Mary 
into the stable at Bethlehem. From the sounds 
of the city to the calls of the animals, each 
sentence offers an opportunity for parents 
to have fun making a joyful noise with their 
children. By the time the story is over and 
Jesus enters the world, your young children 
will be hooting like owls and braying like 
donkeys in celebration.

AGES 3-5
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Time for a Story | Advent and Christmas Books for All Ages

A GIFT FOR THE CHRIST CHILD

By Linda Schlafter & Anne Wilson
Loyola Press | $15.95

A Gift for the Christ Child is the story of 
two boys of modest means who live with 
their mother and grandfather at the top of a 
mountain. Each year at Christmas, the family 
travels some distance to a church to offer a gift 
in honor of the Christ Child. This year the 
grandfather is too old, so the boys must go on 
their own. Richly illustrated and gorgeously 
told, this story of generosity will be one your 
children ask to read again and again.

AGES 3-5 
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SEEK AND FIND: 

THE LIFE OF JESUS

By Geer de Sutter
Magnificat Bookstore | $14.99

If your children or grandchildren are 
anything like mine, “seek and find” books are 
one of the ultimate forms of entertainment. 
They make them themed for every TV show 
or topic under the sun, so it’s exciting to 
find one that connects to our faith! Each 
illustration depicts a moment in the life 
of Jesus. Children are encouraged to find 
specific Bible characters and animals that 
go along with the short paragraph. The 
images bring Jesus’ story to life for small 
children, all while they have fun searching 
the illustrations for an image!

AGES 6-10 



ISHMAEL: THE SHEPHERD BOY 
OF BETHLEHEM

By Joelle d’Abbadie, Etienne Lelievre  
& Odile Haumonte

Magnificat Bookstore | $14.99

Just like the season of Advent is a journey 
toward Christmas, so is the story of 
Ishmael, a non-Jew, who is on a journey for 
Emperor Augustus’ census. Along the way, 
he encounters Isaac, a Jewish boy who is 
weary of all the foreigners passing through 
his city. It takes a young girl, Jemina, to 
help them turn to God and see through 
their differences. When the angels appear 
announcing the birth of the Messiah, they 
must all overcome their animosity to travel 
and visit the Christ child.

AGES 6-10 



MARGARET’S NIGHT IN  
ST.  PETER’S

By Jon M. Sweeney & Roy DeLeon
Paraclete Press | $10.99

Margaret is the Pope’s cat, rescued from the 
streets of Rome. This book is told through 
her perspective as the Vatican prepares for 
Christmas Eve and Midnight Mass. When the 
Pope gets swept up by preparation demands, 
Margaret is left to explore the treasures of St. 
Peter’s Basilica on her own. Richly illustrated 
and educational, Margaret’s Night in St. Peter’s 
is a fun “peek behind the curtain” of a holy 
event at the Vatican. (Note, this one of five 
books in the Margaret series!).

AGES 6-10



MAGNIFIKID DAILY 

ADVENT PRAYERS

By Kathleen Hollenbeck
Magnificat Bookstore | $14.99

Subscribers to Magnificat’s monthly 
publication will recognize the structure 
found within the pages of Daily Advent 
Prayers. For every day of Advent, there 
are brief prayers, an introduction to the 
day’s reading, Scripture passages and a 
short reflection: all designed with families 
in mind! Each page also has beautiful 
illustrations that depict the day’s reading. 
And even better? This book has options 
for Years A, B and C so it can be used 
year after year.

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY



O COME, EMMANUEL: 
ADVENT REFLECTIONS ON 

THE JESSE TREE FOR FAMILIES

By Kendra Tierney
St. Paul Center | $19.95

If you’ve ever wondered what a Jesse Tree 
is, or how to pray intentionally with its 
symbols at Christmas, then O Come, 
Emmanuel is the book for your family. 
Beginning with December 1, the book 
has a scripture passage, information on a 
Jesse Tree symbol, and a prayer for each 
day leading up to Christmas. As you read 
through this book, your family will learn 
about the symbols of the Old Testament 
that point to the coming of Christ.

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY



Time for a Story | Advent and Christmas Books for All Ages

Jessica Rinaudo

Jessica is the Editorial Director 
for The Catholic Telegraph. She, 
her husband, Mark, and their four 
children live on Cincinnati’s East 
Side and go to Guardian Angels 
Church. In her free time, Jessica 
enjoys reading and collecting books, 
as well as writing fiction. She also 
loves exploring local coffee shops 
and independent bookstores.
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